
Annette Ryan 
Deputy Director - Enterprise Policy, Research and Programs and Chief Financial Officer 

Annette Ryan is the Deputy Director of the Enterprise Policy, 
Research and Programs sector of FINTRAC and the Chief Financial 
Officer. In this role, she is responsible for advancing the current and 
forward agenda of the Centre through strategic cohesion and 
leadership across policy, research and corporate enabler functions. 

 

Previously as Associate Assistant Deputy Minister of the Financial 
Sector Policy Branch, at Finance Canada, she led policy development 
on federal financial sector policy issues including financial innovation, 
cross-border trade in financial services, cyber security and anti-
money laundering and anti-terrorist financing. Annette has served as 
Chief Economist at Industry Canada. In her previous experience with 
federal and provincial central agencies, she led policy analysis on 
varied economic and social policy issues -- including fiscal federalism, 

labour markets, government expenditure and taxation. 

 

Before joining the public service, Annette conducted research on innovation and corporate performance 
at the Institute for Fiscal Studies in London, U.K. She holds a Masters degree in Economics from Oxford 
University, which she attended as a Rhodes Scholar, and a Bachelor degree in Mathematics from Acadia 
University. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Jas Anand, National Fraud Leader, EY 

 

Jas is the the national fraud leader for EY, he provides consulting support and delivery for designing and 
building fraud, anti money laundering, and insider threat programs including operating models, analytics 
delivery and oversight, process re-engineering and regulatory compliance.  Jas is a trusted advisor to the 
Canadian market with proven accomplishments in maturing financial crime programs.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Jay Stark – Senior Vice President, Financial Crimes and CAMLO, RBC 

 

 
 Jay Stark is Senior Vice President, Financial Crimes and Chief Anti-Money Laundering 
Officer. In this role, Jay is accountable for the design, content, implementation and 
effectiveness of an integrated Financial Crimes program consisting of Anti-Money 
Laundering, Anti-Terrorist Financing, Economic Sanctions, Anti-Bribery and Anti-Corruption, 
as well as Corporate Investigations Services.  
In addition to his public accounting experience, he has twenty years of financial institution 
experience across areas such as fraud management, AML and corporate security, including 
eighteen years at RBC where he has led the Fraud Management area as Vice President. In 
this role, he was responsible for Canadian Banking's fraud detection and management 
practices, including cards, deposits, credit and insurance, as well as the enterprise 
Corporate Investigation and Protection Services team.  



Before joining RBC in 2003, Jay worked at another financial institution where he was Vice 
President and Chief Security Officer. He has several years of experience in audit, forensic 
accounting, litigation and business valuation with Arthur Andersen & Co.  
Jay is a Chartered Accountant, Chartered Business Valuator and Certified Fraud Examiner. 
He obtained a certificate in Machine Learning in Business from the Rotman School of 
Management Executive Programs and holds a Bachelor of Commerce degree from the 
University of Toronto. Jay and his wife live in Toronto and have two children. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Karim Rajwani – SVP and Chief Operating Officer, AML, Scotiabank 

 

 

Mr. Rajwani is currently the SVP, Chief Operating Officer at Scotiabank, leading the bank’s 
Financial Crime remediation activities including transaction monitoring, screening, investigations 
and intelligence activities. Mr. Rajwani also has global responsibility for AML Threat Intelligence,  
as well as the Strategic Planning, Project Management Office and the AML Solution Delivery.   

Mr. Rajwani was previously the AML Advisor at various Fintech firms and Major Financial 
Institutions. Prior to that was he was the Global Head of Financial Crime Investigations and 
Intelligence, the Global Head of Financial Crime Technology Strategy, and the UK Money 
Laundering Reporting Officer at Deutsche Bank. In this role Mr. Rajwani was also responsible for 
the AML remediation program in response to regulatory actions as well as major client 
investigations. 



Mr. Rajwani was the Chief Anti-Money Laundering for the RBC Financial Group (RBC), where he 
oversaw the design, implementation and the day to day management of the Anti Money 
Laundering, Sanctions, Anti Bribery and Corruption and High Risk Client Management) Programs 
for more than 15 years. In addition, he was responsible for the AML Compliance, Investigations 
and Data Science teams globally.    

 Mr. Rajwani has 40 years of risk management, compliance, audit and financial accounting 
experience.  Mr. Rajwani was also a member of the Advisory Council on National Security for the 
Office of the Prime Minister of Canada between 2009 and 2012. He created and the Co-Chaired 
the Canadian Chapter of the Association of Certified Anti Money Specialists (ACAMS) and is a 
member of the Advisory Board of ACAMS, The Knoble and the Anti Human Trafficking Intelligence 
Initiative.  

In addition to his risk management experience, Mr. Rajwani is a Chartered Accountant both in 
Canada as well as the UK and has worked for various Financial Institutions, Chartered Accounting 
and Management Consulting firms.  In these roles, he has overseen the implementation of a 
number of enterprise-wide risk management and compliance initiatives. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Mario Schlener, Partner, E&Y 

Mario Schlener, Lead of Financial Services Risk 
Practice and Global FS Risk 
Technology/Alliance/Innovation Lead for EY  

  

Mario is the Canadian leader of EY’s Financial Services 
Risk Management Practice since October 2017. He is 
leading several Global EY asset developments using 
ML/AI applications and solutions for risk management (i.e. 
credit-, market- ccr- liquidity risk models), 
AML/Fraud/Cyber (i.e. TM models, CRR models, 
Sanctions, fraud, cyber/resiliency models) and Compliance 
(i.e. trade surveillance models).  

He brings over 25 years of experience in risk and capital 
markets modelling and quantitative risk management (i.e. 
10 years at Erste Group in the Fixed Income Product 
Structuring and Corporate Finance departments in Vienna 
and New York and 10 years in Advisory as Partner for 
Deloitte in Germany/Austria and Navigant Capital Markets 
Advisors in London). During 2009-2013 he was leading 
several large litigation cases (i.e. Lehman OTC close outs, 
Structured Credit close outs). Mario focuses primarily on 
the development and validation of risk and pricing models 
(incl. deep learning) for market, credit, liquidity, 
counterparty credit, operational risk and for 
the FinCrime space. Additionally, Mario has a key role in 
developing ongoing thought leadership thinking 
approaches especially for the risk domain.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Patrick O’Connell, Senior Director, Global Anti Money Laundering Insight and 
Analytics 

 

 
In his role as Senior Director, Global AML Insight & Analytics, Patrick oversees and ensures 
the effectiveness of the AML Monitoring & Analytics program, and provides strategic 
leadership and direction to the Global Monitoring & Analytics team. Alongside his team, 
Patrick develops sophisticated tools and techniques, as well as risk-based, enterprise-wide 
and quantitative models to identify suspicious activity. His team is also responsible for 
screening clients and analyzing data to identify potential high-risk clients.  
Patrick rejoined RBC in 2017 from Deutsche Bank, where he was the Global Head, Anti- 
Financial Crime (AFC) Data Mining and Analytics. In that capacity, he led the transformation 
and enhancement of the AFC transaction monitoring program and implemented a global 
data mining strategy that supported the bank’s rules development and optimization teams.  
Previously, Patrick held various roles at RBC including Director, Insight & Analytics, 
Manager AML Compliance Caribbean and Assistant Manager, AML Compliance. 



 

Prof. Raluca Popa – Professor, University of California at Berkeley 

 

 

Prof. Raluca Ada Popa is the President & Co-founder of Opaque Systems, as well as computer security 
professor at UC Berkeley. At UC Berkeley, she specializes in privacy-enhancing technologies and secure 
systems research, is a co-founder and co-director of the RISELab research lab, and teaches cybersecurity 
to more than 600 students a year. Raluca has received her PhD in computer science from MIT as well as 
her Masters and two BS degrees, in computer science and in mathematics, from MIT as well. She is the 
recipient of a Jim and Donna Gray Excellence in Undergraduate Teaching award, Technology Review 35 
Innovators under 35 award, Sloan Foundation Fellowship award, Jay Lepreau Best Paper Award, as well 
as the George M. Sprowls award for best MIT computer science doctoral thesis. 

 



Rishabh Poddar – CEO, Opaque Systems 

 

Rishabh Poddar is the CEO and Co-founder of Opaque Systems, where he's leading a team to provide 
cloud services for secure analytics and machine learning on encrypted data. Rishabh received his PhD 
and MS degrees in Computer Science from UC Berkeley, and an undergraduate degree in Computer 
Science from the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Kharagpur. Previously, Rishabh has held positions in 
research and management consulting at IBM Research and The Boston Consulting Group. 

 

 

 



Stuart Davis – EVP, Head of Financial Crimes and Group CAMLO, Scotiabank 

 



Stuart Davis is an experienced global executive whose career spans more than 30 years, working with 
financial institutions in the US and Canada.  He has more than 15 years running AML, sanctions and 
financial crime prevention programs, as well as associated technology, and is currently serving as the 
Executive Vice President and Group Chief Anti-Money Laundering (AML) Officer for Scotiabank’s 
Financial Crimes Risk Management division.  
 
Mr. Davis is a recognized as an esteemed industry thought leader and advocate for enhancing the 
effectiveness of the AML framework globally, through greater information sharing and collaboration 
between public and private sectors.   
 
Mr. Davis is also an ardent supporter of human rights and, over the last six years, has leveraged his 
position within the financial sector to exert resources and influence in the fight against human 
trafficking and child exploitation.  Most recently, Mr. Davis championed Project Shadow, a public-private 
partnership co-led by Scotiabank, the Financial Transactions and Reporting Analysis Centre of Canada 
(FINTRAC), and the Canadian Centre for Child Protection, to improve detection of the facilitation and 
laundering of the proceeds from online child sexual exploitation in the Canadian financial system. 
 
Mr. Davis was awarded the Anti-Money Laundering Specialists (ACAMS) Professional of the Year in 2019 
and currently serves as the Chair of the Greater Toronto Chapter. In addition, he is the Chair of the 
Canadian Banker’s Association sub-committee on AML, Money Laundering Specialists Group (MLSG), Co-
Chair of Canada’s Department of Finance Advisory Committee on Money Laundering and Terrorist 
Financing (ACMLTF).  In 2021, Mr. Davis joined the Global Coalition to Fight Financial Crime to support 
measures to increase effectiveness of the financial crime risk regime.   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Vikas Bhatia, Head of Product, Azure Confidential Computing (ACC) 

Vikas Bhatia is Head of Product for Azure Confidential Computing (ACC). Prior to ACC, Vikas lead the 
Product team for Project Rome in the Windows Developer Platform team. He has also done stints 
on Cloud Game Streaming, Xbox One and the C++ Compiler in DevDiv. 

 

 

 

 

 



Vishal Gossain – Vice President, AML Modeling and Analytics, Scotiabank 

 

Vishal Gossain is currently the vice president of global risk management responsible for all Anti Money 
Laundering (AML) models across all asset classes (retail, wholesale, wealth management and global 
markets) globally for Scotiabank. Leading a team of 120+ data scientists and data engineers, Vishal is 
leading the AML efforts for Scotiabank from a modeling and analytics perspective. Vishal has held 
previous senior retail modeling, risk management, business strategy, P&L management and finance 
positions in Latin America and North America over his 19+ years tenure. Some of them include Head of 
Retail Models and Analytics in Scotiabank, Head of credit risk for HSBC in Latin America (Mexico, Brazil, 
Argentina, Uruguay), Head of credit risk for Capital One Canada and several other risk/business 
management positions in HSBC USA and consulting firms.  

Vishal holds an undergraduate degree in engineering from Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Kharagpur 
and has completed his post-graduation in engineering from University of Texas at Austin. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


